The cross-linguistic investigation of semantic categories has a long history, spanning many disciplines and covering many domains. But the extent to which semantic categories are universal or language-specific remains highly controversial. Focusing on the domain of events involving material destruction (''cutting and breaking" events, for short), this study investigates how speakers of different languages implicitly categorize such events through the verbs they use to talk about them. Speakers of 28 typologically, genetically and geographically diverse languages were asked to describe the events shown in a set of videoclips, and the distribution of their verbs across the events was analyzed with multivariate statistics. The results show that there is considerable agreement across languages in the dimensions along which cutting and breaking events are distinguished, although there is variation in the number of categories and the placement of their boundaries. This suggests that there are strong constraints in human event categorization, and that variation is played out within a restricted semantic space.
Introduction
The systematic cross-linguistic study of how semantic categories are expressed in signs (words, morphemes, constructions, etc.) has a long history spanning many disciplines, including anthropology, linguistics and psychology (for recent overviews see Boster, 2005; Evans, in press; Koptjevskaja-sTamm, Vanhove, & Koch, 2007) . Classic domains of enquiry include color (Berlin & Kay, 1969) , emotion (Ekman, 1972; Ekman & Friesen, 1975 ), ethnobiology (Berlin, 1992 Berlin, Breedlove, & Raven, 1973) , the human body (Andersen, 1978; C.H. Brown, 1976) and kinship (Goodenough, 1956; Lounsbury, 1956) . Despite this work, there is still little consensus on the degree to which categorization is constrained across languages by general principles or is relatively free to vary. Universals of nomenclature once thought to have been established are now being reex- A major advance in this debate has been the insistence on collecting data in a standardized way across a wide range of languages and cultures, along with the use of statistical techniques to quantify the extent of agreement across languages (Croft & Poole, 2008; Kay & Regier, 2003; Levinson & Meira, 2003; Regier, Kay, & Khetarpal, 2007) . In this paper, we follow this approach in an investigation of the semantic categorization of events of ''cutting and breaking". We examine how people describe a standardized set of such events across a typologically, genetically and geographically diverse set of languages, focusing in particular on the implicit categorization of events imposed by the verbs speakers use. We show that despite variation in the number of ''cutting and breaking" categories recognized in the different languages, and in the exact
